New Jersey Presidents’ Council
Academic Issues Committee
February 24, 2023

10:00 a.m.

Zoom Meeting Link

https://raritanval-edu.zoom.us/j/82907071209?pwd=MmhlZnl2SStVVmdHbzFRVUlIcFcwQT09
Meeting ID: 829 0707 1209

Passcode: 505823

MINUTES

I. Call to Order / Roll Call  

Diane Recinos – Berkeley College

David Stout – Brookdale Community College

Ellina Chernobilsky – Caldwell University

Rafael Castilla - Eastwick College
David Birdsell – Kean University
Deborah Preston – Mercer County Community College

Linda Scherr – Middlesex College

Pamela E. Scott-Johnson – Monmouth University
Joanne Cote-Bonanno – Montclair State University
Donna Breault – New Jersey City University

Edwin Hou – New Jersey Institute of technology

Michael McDonough – Raritan Valley Community College

Sheri Pontarollo – Raritan Valley Community College

Roberta Harvey – Rowan University

Kim O’Halloran – Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Leamor Kahanov – Stockton University
Jon Connolly – Sussex County Community College
Jeffrey Osborn - TCNJ
Eric Taylor – OSHE

Donna Rogalski – OSHE

Lori Harris-Ransom – OSHE

Adrian Wright – OSHE

Catherine Sackey - OSHE

Allison Samay - NJPC

II. Approval of Minutes of the January 20, 2023, Meeting
Dr. Rafael Castilla moved for the approval of the January 20th, 2023, meeting. Dr. David Birdsell seconded the motion. Minutes were approved.

III. Report from the Chair
No report from the chair.
IV.
New Programs
                 

A. Passaic County Community College
1. A.A.S. in Supply Chain Management CIP 52.0203
First Reader: Jon Connolly, Sussex County Community College
Second Reader: Linda Scherr, Middlesex College
Dr. Connolly noted that the institution provided ample evidence of program quality, of learning outcomes, of labor market conditions, and of program comparisons and distinctiveness. Dr. Connolly did note that the consultant provided the sparest of reviews, adding little insight or value to the process.

Dr. Scherr agreed with Dr. Connolly, noting that standards 1.6 and 1.7 were a little undeveloped. She also agreed with Dr. Connolly’s assessment of the consultant. 

In the discussion which followed, however, several committee members focused on the question of rubrics and their absence in this proposal. Dr. Castilla reminded us that the inclusion of rubrics is a requirement of the standard and that in the past we have tried to be consistent in our actions as a committee.

Dr. Harvey suggested that while asking for rubrics might be overly granular that the committee has indeed been consistent regrading this standard, adding, perhaps more importantly, that rubrics provide insight into how the institution will determine whether a student has met the intended outcomes. She concluded that the institution refers to existing rubrics, so that asking for the inclusion of two or three examples should prove an easy task.
The final resolution was that this proposal was granted conditional approval. The institution needs to provide the revisions documented above.

B. Rowan College of South Jersey
1. A.A.S. Veterinary technology, CIP 01.8301
First Reader: Debi Preston, Mercer County Community College
Second Reader: David Birdsell, Kean University

Dr. Preston noted the particular time frame of both this proposal and the program itself, establishing accreditation prior to the actual launch of the program. Dr. Preston identified three weaknesses in the proposal, requesting that the first two be revised in order to meet the standards: first, that the proposal provides no rubrics to determine student outcomes – there are program goals, program outcomes, and “assessment types” – but no rubrics; second, that the institution does not really provide any sustained analysis of how this program compares to other programs – either from a curricula perspective or by looking at the difference between an “open admissions institution” and “selective” colleges and universities; and third, that the consultant did not provide any help in addressing these first two concerns, making no recommendations or providing actionable insights.

Dr. Birdsell supported this review, suggesting that the committee may need to adopt a new recommendation: that we approve the institution proceeding with the accreditation process. He also echoed Dr. Preston’s concerns about the consultant’s unhelpful and vague report.

The final resolution was that this proposal was granted conditional approval. The institution needs to provide the revisions documented above.

The final resolution was that this proposal was granted conditional approval. The institution needs to provide the revisions documented above.

C. Rowan University
1. Bachelor of Science in Data Analytics, CIP 30.7101
First Reader: Diane Recinos, Berkeley College
Second Reader: Donna Breault, New Jersey City University
Dr. Recinos said that this 3+1 proposal was thorough and benefited from an insightful consultant report. Dr. Recinos did identify a potential concern about a question regarding the state budget, suggesting that the required answer seems somewhat unclear.

Dr. Breault agreed with this summary, noting, too, the thoughtful way in which the institution responded to the consultant’s review.

The final resolution was that this proposal be approved.
2. Doctor of Philosophy in Data Science, CIP 30.7001
First Reader: Jeffrey Osborn, The College of New Jersey
Second Reader: Edwin Hou, New Jersey Institute of Technology

Dr. Osborn asserted that the proposal for this new interdisciplinary doctoral program met all the requirements. Highlights of the proposal included the clear learning outcomes, the appropriate scaffolding and rubrics, the persuasive labor market analysis, and the substantive consultant report.

Dr. Hou was in full support of this summary and of the proposed program. 
The final resolution was that this proposal be approved.

3. Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience, CIP 26.1501
First Reader: Rafael Castilla, Eastwick College
Second Reader: Cindy Jebb, Ramapo College of New Jersey

Both Dr. Jebb and Dr. Castilla recommended this proposal for approval: it provided clear outcomes, included external recommendations and revisions, and documented clear labor market demand. Dr. Castilla also noted the innovative nature of the program and the institution’s well documented strength in this discipline.

The final resolution was that this proposal be approved.

V. For Your Information
A. Camden County College

Termination of the following programs:

Academic Certificate (CT) in Computer Systems Technology (CIP 11.0101)

Associate in Science (A.S.) in Human Services Developmental Disabilities Option (CIP 44.0701)

Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) in Marketing (CIP 52.1401)

Associate in Arts (A.A.) in Public Relations/Digital Marketing Option (CIP 24.0101)

Academic Certificate (CT) in Social Services (CIP 44.0701)

B. Rowan University

Initiation of Accelerated Dual Degrees

Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Human Resource Management (CIP 52.1001)

Master of Arts (M.A.) in Diversity & Inclusion (CIP 30.2301)

C. Sussex County Community College
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D. William Patterson University

      New Certificate Programs
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E. Bergen Community College
Program Terminations

AAS in Applied Sciecne, IndustrialTechnology, Electronics Technology

AA in Fine and Perfroming Arts, Cinema Studies

AA in Fine and Perfroming Arts, Theatre

AA in Fine and Performing Arts, Theatre ACcting
VI. Old Business
A.  Fairleigh Dickinson University
1.      Master of Healthcare Administration, CIP 52.2211
First Reader: David Birdsell, Kean University
Second Reader: Roberta Harvey, Rowan University
Dr. Birdsell noted that the proposal was retuned for three specific reasons: 1.6 (a), Dr. Birdsell noted that the institution did respond; 3.3 (b) again, the institution provided some response to this concern; 3.4 (a) Dr. Birdsell stated that the institution did not satisfactorily respond to this concern. Dr. Birdsell would like to see additional detail that reveals program distinctiveness, and that the institution explicitly provides more detailed comparative analysis with other programs.

Dr. Harvey added some additional comments and analysis: 1.6(a) that the material was difficult to locate and that the additional material did not necessarily focus on program rigor and program outcomes; in other words, what is it that students are able to accomplish post -graduation? Nevertheless, Dr. Harvey was willing to accept the new information and to state that the standard had been met. In a similar way, Dr. Harvey accepted the response to the concerns raised by 3.3 (b), suggesting that the institution had misunderstood the intent – or focus – of the standard. She agreed with Dr. Birdsell that the institution did not satisfactorily respond to the committee’s concerns about 3.4 (a).

The final resolution was that this proposal be returned to the institution and that they provide additional information to more fully address the concerns raised by Standard 3.4 (a).
B. New Jersey Institute of Technology

1. Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence CIP 11.0102
First Reader: Rafael Castilla, Eastwick College 
Second Reader: Roberta Harvey, Rowan University

Dr. Castilla noted that the revised proposal addressed four concerns: 1.5 – the institution did provide detail about scaffolding but did not provide a rubric; 1.6 – the institution did provide additional details for this standard; 2.2 – the revised proposal included data from the NJ Department of Labor and identified significant openings and occupations related to artificial intelligence; consultant report – additional detail and analysis was added to the report.

Dr. Harvey agreed with this summary, noting that the committee might consider the thesis proposal itself as a rubric.

The final resolution was that this proposal be approved.
C. Rowan College of South Jersey


1. Associate of Applied Science in Mechanical Engineering Technology Program CIP 15.0805

First Reader: David Stout, Brookdale Community College
Second Reader: Edwin Hou, New Jersey Institute of Technology

Dr. Stout noted that the institution had been asked to respond to three concerns: 1.6; 3.3 (b); and 3.4 (a). Dr. Stout said that the revised proposal satisfactorily addressed these concerns.

Dr. Hou agreed with Dr. Stout’s assessment.

The final resolution was that this proposal was approved.

D. New Jersey Center for Teaching & Learning

1. Master of Science in Teaching and Learning Biology CIP 13:1322

First Reader: Peter Ubertaccio, Caldwell University

Second Reader: Pamela E. Scott-Johnson, Monmouth University

2. Master of Science in Teaching and Learning Computer Science CIP 13:1321

First Reader: Junius Gonzales, Montclair University

Second Reader: David Birdsell, Kean University

3. Master of Science in Teaching and Learning Elementary Mathematic CIP 13:1311

First Reader: Leamor Kahanov, Stockton University

Second Reader: David Stout, Brookdale Community College

The final resolution was that these three proposals were approved.

Although these resubmissions were approved, committee members engaged in a very substantive discussion and this summary attempts to capture some of the major concerns of that conversation.

Dr. Chernobilsky, replacing Dr. Ubertaccio, identified the troubling tension between scientific content and a course focus on pedagogical techniques. She also noted two other concerns: first, that the faculty of record on all three resubmissions was a physicist yet none of the academic content areas were in physics; and second, that one of the key national standards for effective online education is sustained and substantive interaction, yet the resubmission offered no details about how this critical element would be either offered or sustained.

Dr. Pamela E. Scott-Johnson expressed her troubling conflict: her recognition that the state has a critical need for teachers, especially in the sciences, yet the need to acknowledge that mastery of content is critical for effective classroom teaching. She made clear that she was not trying to exclude this institution from the marketplace and that she was willing to be as inclusive as possible. She also supported the earlier concern about online interactions.
Eric Taylor noted that these programs exist to enroll currently licensed teachers and to provide them with an opportunity to gain additional certifications. The program, then, is explicitly designed for teachers with no background in the content. He noted, too, that the program is endorsed by the New Jersey Department of Education as satisfying the requirements for teaching licensure. 
Dr. Birdsell argues the committee to understand the distinction between the standards for new programs and the NJ Department of Education’s policies. In short, he asked the members to approve the resubmission – in large part because they responded to the committee’s original concerns – and to lobby the Department of Education for substantive changes in the ways in which we train and credential teachers.
Dr. Breault, noting her academic and administrative experience in this area, said that she could not approve the program, arguing that the program will create problems for all students, but especially for marginalized and underserved student populations. Like Dr. Birdsell she asked that we make our concerns and our objections to the Department of Education.

Dr. Kahanov supported Dr. Breault’s comments. For Dr. Kahanov the concern is that the standards for these additional teacher certifications seem too low and that without sufficient rigor we are jeopardizing student learning.

Dr. Chernobilsky, in supporting these arguments about rigor and quality, suggested that the long-term effects of underqualified teachers will create significant weakness in the STEM disciplines.

Eric Taylor reminded committee members that we are considering two options: to approve the resubmissions or to ask the NJPC to refer them to OSHE for review because of a question or questions related to one or more of the standards.
Dr. Harvey acknowledged the concerns but noted that the committee votes on whether the institution is in compliance with the standards, reminding us that our responsibility is a procedural one.

Dr. Birdsell offered two motions:

1. To approve these resubmissions.

2. To empower this committee to express its substantive concerns with the standards that the New Jersey Department of Education is adopting for programs like these.

Both motions were approved.

Both Donna Rogalski and Allison Samay concluded the meeting by providing updates out the redesign of the AIC website, asking for volunteers to help with this critical project. 
VI. New Business
