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                NJPC  Executive Board Holds Fall Meeting 
New Brunswick --  The Executive Board of the New Jersey Presidents’ Council approved new academic programs and voiced strong support for 

NJTransfer at its September 17, meeting held on the campus of Rutgers University. 

Presidents’ Council Chair Edward Yaw opened the meeting with a report on major activities since the last NJPC meeting on June 4.  He reported that changes in NJPC bylaws are being framed for action at the Council’s  meeting in February.  He also reported that the bill dealing with student transfers, sponsored by Assemblywoman Pamela Lampitt, had been signed into law on September 13, by Governor Corzine. 

The Lampitt bill requires public colleges and universities to implement an agreement by 2008.  Yaw informed the Council that the Comprehensive State-wide Transfer Agreement would be circulated to members in advance of the NJPC meeting in October. While he expressed his hope that the agreement could be finalized at the October meeting, he indicated it might take longer.

Yaw also told the presidents that the report of the Campus Safety Task Force is expected soon, perhaps as early as the end of September.  

President Susan Cole, Chair of the Budget and Governmental Relations Committee, said that the NJPC continues to work toward a joint budget statement with the Commission on Higher Education and has forwarded last year’s Statement of Need to the Commission for its thoughts and suggestions. The expectation is to begin work on a joint statement over the next 30-60 days.
President Steve Rose reported that the Advocacy Committee had circulated the Council’s Annual Report for 2006-2007 to all members of the state legislature.  He also reported that an advertorial for New Jersey higher education had been prepared for a special issue of NJBiz magazine that would be distributed to high school juniors this fall.
There was considerable discussion on funding issues related to NJTransfer.   A viable NJTransfer is imperative to successful implementation of the new statewide transfer agreement but the organization remains under funded in the current budget.  All community colleges, and Rutgers University, have agreed to provide $10,000 each to NJTransfer.

While the presidents expressed their hope that a more permanent funding solution would come from the legislature, they agreed that Council Chair Yaw should communicate with all colleges and universities regarding their additional contributions in support of NJTransfer. Yaw would alert the presidents to a discussion at the October NJPC meeting regarding the use of Council funds, now in escrow, to provide further support as appropriate.

Sister Rosemary Jeffries, Chair of the NJEDge.Net Liaison Committee, reported that changes to the organization’s bylaws are being proposed for vote at the NJPC October meeting.  A major change will impact membership of NJEDge.Net board of trustees, with the appointment of at-large members from the business and higher education communities.  Board members will continue to be appointed by the NJPC and, it was agreed, that a majority of the first board would include current members of the Network Advisory Board.
President Raymond Yannuzzi, Chair of the Academic Issues Committee, presented several new academic programs that were approved by the Executive Board.  They are Fairleigh Dickinson (M.S. in Homeland Security), Kean University (M.A. in Sociology and Social Justice), Raritan Valley Community College (A.A.S. in Web Page Development), Rowan University (Masters of Engineering Management, and conversion of Liberal Studies: American Studies Specialization to B.A. in American Studies), and UMDNJ (addition of Thomas Edison State College as partner in A.A.S. in Dental Hygiene and joint certificate program in Dental Assisting). 

President Robert Altenkirch reported that the Homeland Security Planning Committee continues to wait for the report of the Campus Security Task Force before determining its course of action, especially regarding peer reviews of campuses. 

Jane Oates, reporting for the Commission on Higher Education, said Senator Richard Codey would oversee the final report of the Campus Security Task Force.  She indicated that mental health recommendations contained in the report could be funded by federal Homeland Security funds. 

She said that early indications are that the FY 2009 state budget was likely to be “constricted” like the past two budgets and that the 2009 budget would be more like 2007 than 2008. 

She said concerns continue to be raised regarding NJSTARS and suggested to the Executive Board that perhaps a review body to resolve problems and issues should be considered. 

She also stated that the report of the NJ State Commission of Investigation on the operations of the state’s four-year public colleges and universities is due to be released in October. Recently, all community colleges have been asked to supply information.   

After some discussion among members of a new bill (not yet introduced) sponsored by Senator Raymond Lesniak, Chair Yaw said he would circulate copies of  the bill to all presidents and request comments on the legislation to be directed to him. He would then forward comments to Senator Lesniak as requested by the legislator.  Working title of the bill is “An Act concerning the planning and development of higher education in the State, amending P.L. 1994, and supplementing chapter 3B of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes.”
Next meeting of the NJPC is 10 AM, October 22, 2007, at Rutgers University. 

