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         Presidents’ Council Focuses on Budget, Transfer Issues
New Brunswick – The New Jersey Presidents’ Council focused on several substantive issues at its October 22, 2007, meeting at Rutgers University, including prospects for the FY 2009 higher education budget, funding for NJTransfer, and the Comprehensive State-Wide Transfer Agreement. 
NJPC Chair Edward Yaw opened the meeting with an update on the report of the Campus Safety Task Force which he said was being sent to all college and university presidents.  He also reminded presidents to submit comments on a new bill sponsored by Senator Raymond Lesniak, which had been mailed to them earlier.  

Yaw reported that member institutions continue to work on the State-Wide Transfer Agreement.  Most recently, independent institutions and community colleges have submitted additional suggested changes to the document.  Yaw proposed to have a group work on resolving differences and bring the revised agreement to the presidents at a later date.  

President Susan Cole, reporting for the Budget and Governmental Relations Committee, said the Council continues to work with the Commission on Higher Education on the FY 2009 budget and remains hopeful that a joint  statement will result.  President Cole cautioned that higher education is facing a very difficult budget year.  

Members approved new academic programs for Burlington County College (A.A. in International Studies) and Thomas Edison State College (B.S. in Organizational Leadership), and granted Rowan University a waiver from the full program review process to convert three specializations to full program status: B.S. Business Administration with a Specialization in Human Resource Management to B.S. in Human Resource Management; B.S. Business Administration with a Specialization in Entrepreneurship to a B.S. in Entrepreneurship; B.S. Business Administration with a Specialization in Management to a B.S. in Management.
President Steve Rose told the Council that the Advocacy Committee continues to get good marks for summaries of NJPC meetings that are emailed to all legislators, as well as to the presidents.  Rose reported that a higher education “advertorial,” developed in cooperation with the Commission on Higher Ed, would be in an issue of NJBiz magazine distributed to all high school juniors this fall.

President Peter Contini, speaking for the Articulation and Transfer Coordinating Committee, reported that NJTransfer continues to face a significant budget shortfall for this year. 

A resolution to dissolve an existing escrow fund and give contributing colleges and universities the option of having their monies designated for NJTransfer, was offered by NJPC Treasurer Cole and approved by the presidents.  Cole will contact institutions to ask how they want to proceed with their escrow contribution.  All community colleges, and Rutgers, have already agreed to provide $10,000 each to NJTransfer.

Sister Rosemary Jeffries, Liaison Committee to NJEDge.Net, reported that efforts to modify the bylaws pertaining to NJEDge continue to move forward, but the committee will need some additional time to consider recent revisions proposed by the research institutions.

George Laskaris and Carol Kondrach provided an update on NJEDge.Net which, they said, has had a very productive year.  They cited the implementation of a new state-wide optical network which provides substantial cost efficiencies to colleges and universities, a new music download option for students, and a new video-on-demand project. 

Jane Oates, reporting for the Commission on Higher Education, told the presidents that she had discouraging news regarding the FY 2009 budget.  She said the Commission has been asked to factor in a budget reduction of greater than 20 percent.  She said a cut of such magnitude would impact programs across the board. Oates expects to have preliminary budget recommendations near the end of November.  She expressed some hope of getting funding relief for the senior public institutions on deferred maintenance.   

Oates said that the report of the State Commission of Investigation on the operation of the state’s four-year public colleges and universities is  expected to be released by October 31.  

Oates also told the Council that the administrator at Drumthwacket had expressed an openness to developing relationships with colleges and students in the areas of entertainment, food preparation, and landscaping/gardening.  In fact, students and faculty from Mercer County Community College are already working on the mansion’s gardens. 

Carl Van Horn, Director of the Heldrich Center for Work Force Development at Rutgers, and William Healy, HealthCare Institute of New Jersey, summarized for the NJPC a report titled “Pharmaceutical and Medical Technology Industry Report on Workforce.”  Key findings from the report: half of all jobs are in administration, sales, and marketing; companies report difficulty in hiring for six occupations: product manager, clinical scientist, regulatory affairs, biostatistician, medical doctor, and engineer. 

Next meeting of the NJPC is November 12, 2007, at 9:30 AM at Rutgers University. 

