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NEW JERSEY PRESIDENTS’ COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 

October 13, 2010
________________________________________________________________________

The New Jersey Presidents’ Council met at Rutgers University, in the Board Room of Winants Hall, in New Brunswick, New Jersey on October 13, 2010.  Chair President Richard L. McCormick called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

The following is a brief summary of the meeting:

· Report from the Chair:  President McCormick welcomed the presidents to the meeting.  He gave a special welcome to the newest members of the Council:  Dr. Gabriel Esteben, interim president of Seton Hall University; Margaret McMenamin, president of Union County College; Dr. William Pepicello, president of University of Phoenix; and Dr. Kathleen Waldron, president of William Paterson University.  Dr. McCormick also welcomed Glenn Lang, Acting Executive Director of the Commission on Higher Education, to the meeting.
· Budget and Governmental Relations Committee:  The Council unanimously approved the fiscal year 2012 higher education budget statement.  Chair President Rose explained that the statement would be distributed to the Governor, Treasurer, Legislature, and Commission on Higher Education in the near future.  President Rose also explained that the Council would issue a second statement after the Governor releases his proposed budget for higher education.  
· Advocacy Committee: President Levao advised that the Committee will begin its work on an annual report.
· Transfer Committee:  Co-Chair President Farish reported that a meeting with the deans of the two-year and four-year institutions in Southern New Jersey was held this past summer to discuss transfer issues, including the creation of a uniform mechanism to track changes in curriculum.  Similar meetings will be held at Rutgers University and County College of Morris in the upcoming months.  President Farish explained that the Committee intends to create a set of best practices once the meetings in the northern and central part of the state are complete.  President Farish said that he would examine the possibility of conducting formal research on the NJTransfer process. 
· Campus Safety and Security Committee:  Dr. Henry Ross, Chief of Staff to the Chair President Altenkirch, reported that approximately 130 individuals from 49 institutions have received peer review training to date.  He also reported that the Committee is collaborating with the Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness and will be conducting three regional summits on campus safety, security, and awareness in the spring. 
· Student Health Insurance:  President McCormick explained that a new ad hoc Task Force on Student Health Insurance is reviewing the various current student insurance policies offered by colleges and universities in New Jersey and examining the possibility of creating a cost efficient health insurance policy that would be available to all students at all institutions who do not have their own health insurance.   President McCormick asked that all Council members complete a simple Student Health and Insurance Data Collection Form and return it to the Chair, James Breeding, Director of Risk Management & Insurance for Rutgers University.

· Report from the Treasurer:  Treasurer Richard Levao urged any institutions that have not paid their dues do so at their earliest convenience. 
· Commission on Higher Education:  Acting Executive Director Glenn Lang reported that under his leadership the Commission will continue to process petitions for licensure and other academic program review in good faith.   The next meeting of the Commission is on October 22nd.
· Old Business:  President Gitenstein provided the Council with an update on the continuing controversy between Middles States Commission on Higher Education and Middles States Association.  The higher education representatives to the Association have requested a meeting to discuss changes to the Association by-laws and a financial allocation model, both of which would meet Department of Education guidelines.  Dr. Middaugh, chair of the Middle States Commission on Higher Education, will update member institutions after that meeting.
· Adjournment and Next Meeting:  President McCormick adjourned the meeting and announced that the next meeting will take place on Monday, November 15, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. at Rutgers University, Winants Hall in the Board Room.
________________________________________________________________________
